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Research Support.  
Active 
2U01NS41588 (Howard)                                                                                    09/19/2008-07/31/2012        
NIH/NINDS    
Role:  Data Management and Nutrition Team Leader                                                                                                               
Etiology of Geographic and Racial Differences in Stroke (REGARDS) 
The major goals of this project are to provide national data on stroke incidence, case fatality, prevalence of 
cerebrovascular risk factors and lifestyle choices and assess geographic and racial variations in these.  
Role:  Statistician, Data Manager, and Member of Executive Committee 
 
3U01NS041588-10S1(Howard)                                                                                    08/01/2010-07/31/2012        
NIH/NIOSH     
Role:  Data Management Team Leader                                                                                                           
Occupational Supplement to REGARDS 
The major goals of this project are to examine exposures related to occupation, specifically shift work, discrimination at 
work and type of industry as risk factors for stroke. 
 
1R01NS075047-01 (Roth)                                                                                    07/01/2011-06/30/2016        
NIH/NINDS        
Role:  Sub-contract PI                                                                                                          
Caregiving and Health Care Utilization after Stroke among Medicare Beneficiaries 
The major goals of this project are to examine racial differences in care seeking after an adjudicated stroke event.  Care 
utilization will be examined in Medicare. 
 
Cystic Fibrosis Foundation Grant  (Tangpricha)                                                                      09/01/2011 – 08/31/2014 
Role:  Sub-contract PI 
Vitamin D for enhancing the immune system in cystic fibrosis 
The central hypothesis of this proposal is that higher plasma 25(OH)D concentrations, induced by a high-dose bolus 
vitamin D treatment strategy, result in improved clinical outcomes in association with increased endogenous AMPs and 
deceased plasma proinflammatory cytokines in adult patients with CF. 

 
 

Completed 
Principal Investigator: Neil Zakai, MD 

1RC1HL099460  
NIH/NINDS                                                                                                                  
Funded through September 2011 
Role: Assistant Professor 
Reasons for Racial Disparities in Venous Thromboembolism 

The purpose of this Challenge Grant is to ascertain and validate venous thromboembolism (VTE) events in 
the REasons for Geographic and Racial Differences in Stroke Study (REGARDS), a prospective national 
cohort study investigating geographic and racial disparities in stroke incidence and risk-factors in the 
United States and combine the data with the Longitudinal Investigation of Thromboembolism Etiology 
(LITE) in order to obtain a prospective cohort study with sufficient VTE events among African-Americans 
and European-Americans to evaluate racial disparities in VTE incidence in the United States.  

 

Awards: 
NIH Loan Repayment Program Award 2010-2012 



ASN and Kraft Food Pre-doctoral Fellowship 2008 
North American Cystic Fibrosis Foundation Pre-doctoral Fellowship 2008 
Travel award to ASBMR September 2007 
Travel award to NIH/ASN Vitamin D Conference September 2007 
Travel award to EB April 2007 
 
 
Teaching Experience: 
Faculty Lead  Course:  Data Collection and Management Semesters:  Spring 2010 2011, & 2012  
Teaching assistant  Course: Fundamentals of Epidemiology   Semester: Spring 2006 
Teaching assistant Course: Food and Taboo   Semesters: Fall 2006 & Winter 2007 
Teaching Assistant Course: Nutritional Assessment   Semester: Spring 2008 
Mentor   Course: Undergraduate Research  Semester: Fall 2006 – Fall 2008 
 
Corporate Experience: 
Kimberly-Clark Corporation         Neenah WI 
Research Scientist 1998 - 2003 

 Led a project team of 20 engineers with a budget of $1MM developmental expense and $850000 capital investment 
to commercialize an over the counter drug 

 Provided oversight for all regulatory documents including IQ/OQ materials and ongoing quality control measures 

 Developed a process regulated by the FDA as a Class 2 Medical Device and a Cosmetic 

 Coordinated the rollout of a new raw material to all manufacturing locations in North America Australia Europe 
Mexico and South America 

 Conducted experiments to optimize efficiency of medical device process using statistical process control methods 

 Presented technical material to train engineers and scientists on K-C proprietary technologies 
 
Research Assistant Michigan Technical University     Houghton MI 
October 1998 – May 1999 

 Performed data analysis on video footage of microtubule destruction 

 Provided written and verbal feedback to advisory panel on results of research 

Research Assistant Pharmacia and Upjohn      Kalamazoo MI 

May 1997 – August 1997 

 Worked in process optimization to simplify the reaction process to manufacture an antibiotic 

 Conducted laboratory experiments to determine reaction intermediaries 
 
Honors/Achievements 
- Played Division II Volleyball in College– was voted “Superior Player” in 1996 
-Michigan Tech Chemical Engineering Department Communications Award 1999 
-UOP Award for Outstanding Senior Design Team 1999 
-SACHE Safety Essay Honorable Mention 1999 
-Michigan Tech Scholar Athlete Award 1995-1998 
-Phi Beta Pi Engineering Honor Society 
-Omicron Delta Kappa Honor Society 
 
Skills/Other: 
-Speak conversational French  
-Proficient in SAS SUDAAN MS Projects Word PowerPoint and Excel 
-Certified yoga instructor 
-Member of the American Society of Nutrition and American Society for Bone Mineral Research 
  


